
Home | Advertise | RSS | Testimonials | Newsstands | Coupons | Links | Galleries | Classifieds | JTA RSS | Stocks | Weather | Sudoku

News Jewish World Beltway Commentary Arts Mishmash Blogs Jewish Life Features Supplements Contact

home : arts : arts Share September 19, 2011

Article Comment Submission Form

6/15/2011 10:15:00 AM

Oratorio celebrates rescue of Bulgarian Jewry

by Aaron Leibel Arts Editor 

The National Philharmonic Orchestra will be 
onstage. So will choirs (mixed and children's), 
soloists and a narrator. All told, more than 300 
instrumentalists and vocalists will convene next 
week at the Kennedy Center to make classical, 
Jewish and Bulgarian music. 

The occasion is the world premier of the oratorio 
A Melancholy Beauty, which celebrates the rescue 
of the Bulgarian Jewish community from the fire 
of the Nazi death machine in both music and 
words - mostly English, but also Hebrew and
Bulgarian. 

"All the [49,000] Jews were to perish, but the 
people of Bulgaria spoke up," explains Sharon 
Tchonev, who with her husband, Kalin, founded 
Songs of Life, a recurring music festival dedicated 
to telling stories in music that encourage "people to make the right decisions to save lives." Songs of Life is 
staging A Melancholy Beauty. In 2008, Songs of Life made its debut with performances of Sacred Service, 
Ernest Bloch's choral-orchestral piece, in Sofia and Plovdiv, Bulgaria, and Petach Tikvah and Jerusalem in Israel 
to celebrate the rescue of Bulgarian Jewry. 

Israeli-born Sharon Tchonev's maternal grandparents were among the survivors and, although she talked to 
her grandfather about what had happened (her grandmother died when she was a girl), the inspiration for the 
oratorio came from her husband, she says. 

The Bulgarian musician had been visiting Berlin a few years ago and began thinking about World War II. "He 
was filled with gratitude that his own people had saved their Jews and decided to use large-scale music 
festivals to tell the story that is not well-known." 

Kalin Tchonev commissioned Bulgarian Georgi Andreev to compose the music for the oratorio. 

"For long time ... I had a desire to compose some work, dedicated to the ... [rescue] of Bulgarian Jews from 
the Holocaust during WWII, and when Kalin asked me to write this oratorio, I was very glad and pleased for 
this opportunity, because I think that it's a fact, which is enormously important for our two nations, and it's a 
symbol of true brotherhood," Andreev says in an e-mail interview from his home in Bulgaria. 

He was born in 1969, long after the Holocaust, but his grandfather told him about what had happened in 
Bulgaria, he writes. Because he was inspired to compose the music, it took him only 4 1/2 months to complete 
the work. 

Two of the five soloist parts - Commissar Belev, the pro-Nazi, anti-Semite; and Metropolitan Kiril, who was 
instrumental in the Jews' rescue - are performed by David Kravitz. Being on "both sides of the [moral] divide" 
will be difficult, says the baritone, especially as, unlike in operas, he will be performing without costumes. 

"I have a variety of ways of doing that [playing the good and bad characters]," including using his face and 
voice, he says. 

The oratorio deals with "an inspiring and interesting piece of history that's not well known," the Boston-based 
performer says. It's always fascinating to see how a composer relates to historical events, and "a real challenge 
for composers, performers and audience" when dealing with those of a recent vintage. 

A Melancholy Beauty will be onstage at the Kennedy Center on June 21 at 8 p.m. Tickets are available by 
calling the Kennedy Center box office at 202-467-4600 or at www.kennedy-center.org.

In 2008, the first Songs of Life Festival took place in Bulgaria and Israel. 

Cantor Beny Maissner of Ontario, Canada, performs with the orchestra and 
choir in Israel at the Petach Tikvah Performng Arts Center featuring Sacred 

Service by Ernest Bloch.

Please feel free to submit your comments.

LOGIN | SUBSCRIBE

Advanced Search

search...

Page 1 of 3Oratorio celebrates rescue of Bulgarian Jewry - Washington Jewish Week - Online Editio...

9/19/2011http://washingtonjewishweek.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15108&SectionID=27...



Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who 
may edit content for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission while the web site editor 
reviews and approves it. 

Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for our use only, and will not be attached to your 
comment. 

Submit an Article Comment

First Name:

Required

Last Name:

Required

Telephone:

Required

Email:

Required

Comment:

Required

Passcode:

Required
Click here to see a new mix of characters.

This is an anti-SPAM device. It is not case sensitive.

Submit Reset

For Email Marketing you can trust 

Sign up for our E-
Newsletter

Email: Join

Synagogues Advertise Contact Coupon Gallery Site Map Life

Page 2 of 3Oratorio celebrates rescue of Bulgarian Jewry - Washington Jewish Week - Online Editio...

9/19/2011http://washingtonjewishweek.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15108&SectionID=27...



disclaimers | about us | privacy policy
Copyright 2011, Washington Jewish Week

11426 Rockville Pike Suite 236, Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 230-2222

Software © 1998-2011 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved

Page 3 of 3Oratorio celebrates rescue of Bulgarian Jewry - Washington Jewish Week - Online Editio...

9/19/2011http://washingtonjewishweek.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15108&SectionID=27...


