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“A Melancholy Beauty” depicts 

history and heroic rescue of Bulgarian Jews

by Lauren Westerfield | Uncategorized | Post your comment »
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Singers from the Bulgarian Philip Kutev 
Folklore Ensemble\Source: Songs of 

Life
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Among the many Holocaust tales passed down among survivors and their families, the story of 

Bulgaria’s Jews doesn’t always make the spotlight. Even descendants of Bulgarian survivors don’t 
necessarily grow up with a firm grasp on their homeland’s Holocaust history; and that is in part the 
impetus behind Sharon and Kalin Tchonev’s latest production in honor of the Bulgarian people who 

stood strong alongside the Jews during World War II – a fusion choral piece entitled “A Melancholy
Beauty.”

The Washington Post reports that Sharon, an Israeli woman, is herself the granddaughter of Bulgarian 
Holocaust survivors; but it wasn’t until her marriage to Kalin Tchonev, a Bulgarian man, that she 
learned of her grandparents’ indebtedness to the Bulgarian people who refused to allow them and 

nearly 49,000 other Jews to be sent away to the Treblinka death camp half a century ago.

In what has since been distinguished as the single greatest non-deportation of Jews in the history of 

the war, the Bulgarians accomplished a heroic feat of compassion. However, over the course of the 
war, they also failed to put up a similar fight for the 11,000 Jews forced to leave their country for 
Treblinka, and also maintened the practice of interning Jewish citizens in work camps. Theirs is thus a 

complex and controversial history – and one that the Tchonevs hope to illuminate with their past and 
present musical endeavors.

In 2008, the couple established Songs of Life in conjunction with Varna International, a prominent 
music festival organization headed by Kalin Tchonev. Songs of Life kicked off with a four-city tour 
throughout Bulgaria and Israel, and included the distribution of 49,000 flowers – one for every life 

saved amidst the horrors of the Holocaust.

Now, “A Melancholy Beauty” (which premiered Tuesday at the Kennedy Center in New York City) 
constitutes the Tchonev’s second effort and includes over 300 choral performers from American and 

Bulgarian groups including the National Philharmonic Orchestra, the Indianapolis Children’s Choir 
and the Bulgarian Philip Kutev National Folklore Ensemble. According to composer Georgi Andreev, 

the production blends classical symphonic styles with traditional Bulgarian instruments to achieve a 
sound that is utterly new.

Kalin, who described the production as a “heavenly mission” for himself and his wife, explained that 

he finds the union of words and music to be the most powerful method by which to express an 
emphatic message.

“A Melancholy Beauty” is scheduled to run in both Boston and New York in the wake of its Kennedy 
Center premier.
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A Celebration Unlike Any Other

Of all the New Year observances across cultures and continents, Rosh Hashanah is unique

What’s Goin’ On – Switching Gears for a Fall Lineup

San Diego Pops concludes its summer season on a high note Sept. 2-4 with its popular 1812 

Tchaikovsky Spectacular. The San Diego Symphony swings into action Sept. 30, with a 
program titled “Thibaudet Plays Ravel Concertos.”

Torah – When Yossi Comes Marching Home Again

The Jewish people waged battles unlike other nations. Most peoples went to war skilled in the 
art of killing, arrogant in both their strength and power. They entered the conflict certain of the 

outcome. The Jew, however, did not go to battle in the same way. Jews took precautions, 
because for them, going to war was anything but common.

“Sholem Aleichem” filmmaker flourishes on ideas
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more stories from the September 2011 SDJJ edition

New documentary exploring the real Aleichem comes to San Diego Sept. 2

A Home Away From Home

Israel Scouts comes to San Diego and links local kids to a land many of them call home

A Sweet New Year

A sweetened, raisin-studded round challah loaf and a rich cinnamon apple coffeecake ring 
ensure a sweet beginning to 5772

Events Calendar

◦ September 24, 2011
■ Jenna Druck Benefit all day

◦ September 25, 2011
■ Warwicks Book Signing at 12:00 pm

For more events, click here
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